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In the mid-20th century Czechoslovakia, legal or law-making politics was
particularly close to general politics — and it did not conceal this fact at all. The first
civil code in the history of Slovakia, as the code representing a new paradigm of
law in the Communist Party's views, was a proof of this. The ideological and
political background of the legislation of the People's Democratic and later Socialist
regime was clear and deliberate, as opposed to the allegedly hidden political and
"partisan” nature of bourgeois regulations. However, legal politics does not only
materialize at this prima facie "political and ideological” level. The whole process of
law-making, from identifying and selecting regulatory objectives, through the
choice of regulatory means, to the choice of ways to enforce the selected legal
solutions, represents a wide range of issues that the legal scholarship does not
pay much attention to. The conference section of the Department of History of Law,
in an effort to examine this topic in greater detail, therefore aims to focus on all of
the outlined - broadly understood - theoretical and practical aspects of legal
politics, with an emphasis on the 20th century and on Czechoslovakia. However,
comparative contributions setting the topic into a broader timeframe and
geographical framework are also very much welcome.
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